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All claims being allowable, PROSECUTION ON THE MERITS IS (OR REMAINS) CLOSED in this application. If not included 
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NOTICE OF ALLOWABILITY IS NOT A GRANT OF PATENT RIGHTS. This application is subject to withdrawal from issue at the initiative 
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1 . ^ This communication is responsive to TP filed on 9/29/05 & Tel. Int. 10/06/05 . 
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1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this national stage application from the 

International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* Certified copies not received: . 

Applicant has THREE MONTHS FROM THE "MAILING DATE" of this communication to file a reply complying with the requirements 
noted below. Failure to timely comply will result in ABANDONMENT of this application. 
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Paper No./Mail Date . 
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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 

An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes 
and/or additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided 
by 37 CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be 
submitted no later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Att. Sullivan on October 6, 2005. 

The application has been amended as follows: 

In claim 1 , line 4, after "plurality of, insert - variable --. 

Reasons for allowance 

The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 

1 . In response to Applicant's Terminal Disclaimer filed on 9/29/05, the double 
patenting rejection made in the last Office action is withdrawn. 

2. None of the prior art disclosed or suggested to show the particular structure 
and/or the particular operation recited in these claims namely: "said coarse delay chain 
including a plurality of variable coarse delay units ... providing a fine delay adjustment 
with respect to said input clock signal" in combination with "said micro-stepped delay 
chain further comprising a plurality of parallel signal paths, wherein one or more of said 
parallel signal paths are capacitively loaded so as to provide said fine delay adjustment" 
as recited in claim 1 ; the combination of "a first of said plurality of parallel signal paths 
comprising a single coarse delay unit", "a second of said plurality of parallel signal paths 
comprising a pair of coarse delay units" and "the remainder of said plurality of parallel 
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signal paths each comprising a single coarse delay unit having an intermediate node 
thereof loaded with a stepped value of capacitance with respect to one another" as 
recited in claim 14. 

3. The prior art references submitted by the applicant on IDS form received on 
2/23/04 was reviewed and considered. These references appear to be the best 
references with respect to the claimed invention and closely matched most of the 
references found during the examiner's searches. However, at least one limitation is 
not disclosed. Therefore, the claims are patentably distinct over all these prior art 
references of record. 

4. The prior art reference cited on PTOL-892 is for interest and documentation 
purposes only. The Cao et al (U.S No. 2003/0001650) appears to be the best reference 
with respect to the claimed invention. However, the combinations of all elements as 
recited in claims 1 and 14 are not disclosed, for example: a plurality of variable coarse 
delay units (claim 1), the details of the micro-stepped delay chain (claim 14). Therefore, 
the claims are patentably distinct over this prior art reference of record. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to My-Trang N. Ton whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1754. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00 a.m - 5:30 p.m. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Timothy Callahan can be reached on 571-272-1740. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). . . 
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